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“No Airplane Mode” is an online zine publication
where artists from around the world share photos
and 1interviews documenting their eco-friendly
mobility practices. The zine showcases creative
and sustainable travel methods, such as trains,
buses, bicycles, and other low-carbon transpor-
tation. This visual narrative aims to inspire
and educate the arts community on reducing their
environmental impact through sustainable travel.

Interviews with
artists by
Tereza Davtyan

Artists

Bénédicte Rousselet
Alina Andrei
Raphael Robin

Designed by
Valentina Maz

‘(VZQZ

P19y 'SJ2d0

JOJ] dOoyS)JOM S, 9AO|
ATLAL]1DE UOLJBULWRSSLPp SLU]

“LsL1Lgl ul

N3 2U1 AQq pojJoddns pue

BL3J090

-19ASq AIL1LQO[ 1eJniiny

9yl uQ) JO 1Jed sStL

"¥T1-¢T 9unr)

ON
THE
MOVE

:***** Co-funded by
AN the European Union

OlLjiwj L 2hV /
1y Onutwywyhtu [Fadhu

«ly Onuuuwyuwghu nldhi» oyuju ghup wit hpuwwpuymdu E,
npntn - wppuwphh  wwppbp  Gpypubiphg - wpybunwgbtmubpn . Ghugnd
tu  nuutuputpny b hwpgugpnygutipny, npnup  thwunnd - Gl
hptilg  pluyuwhywtwluu swpdntiwlnygyut wpuyuhyuubpp: 2htp
upuyugunud £ untméwgnpéwjuit b jugnmit dwitiwwyuphnpnniejuit
dbpnnubp, hswhuhp BU' qUwgpubpp, wynnpnitbpp, hidwuhyutpp
L wy gquwonp wohwsuuwght  thnfuwnpudhengubn:  Uju - wmbunquijui
Twpuwunhyp tyuwwunwy nup ngbolsty W Ypply wpybunh - hwdwjupht®
Quyniu Guitwwuphnpnnipyuit thongny ujwqtigutym hptiug Eyninghwjuiu
wqnbgnpniup:

Upyiunwgtimutiph hwpgugpnygubipp
[Fliptiqu “tuy pjwu

Uny tunwgbimutip
Futinhu (kmuty b
Ujhuw Uunply
rwdwyty [Inphu

“thquyjup
Jutiuphtuw Uwq

Uju__wnwpwoiwl _gnpoémubtimpiniup  «On__the Moven-h  Ujwi-
Yniypwyht updntuunipjut ywinnuiph hwdwp twpwnmbiudwo

whiunwpuwup dwu £ Jugind, npp wmtinh niuiguy (8-phihuhnud,
Y pwunwumui (2024p. hmuhuh 12-14) b wowlhgymui I GU-h

Unnuhg:




Bénédicte Rousselet
France

HI BENEDICTE
PLEASE INTRODUCE YOURSELF AND TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOUR ARTISTIC BACKGROUND?

I grew up in a bunker in Normandy, and I’ve always been right next to the ocean. When the water
level rose, my bunker was submerged and I had to choose between staying or fleeing. At 15, I made
my first snorkel, and continued to live in the same place. That’s when I met my real family, under-
water. I don’t make art, I just make snorkels for whoever wants them, and I think more and more
people 1like snorkels.

HOW DID YOU FIRST BECOME INTERESTED IN ECO-FRIENDLY MOBILITY?

After several years of making tubas for myself and my neighbors, I received an order for 60 tubas.
After taking the time to make them, I had to send them. The shipping label indicated an island in
the UK, and a small plane was waiting for my parcel. I said no, it didn’t make sense to send a
package made in water and destined to go in water by air. So I swam to the island, accompanied by
a few faithful fish.

PLEASE DESCRIBE ONE OF YOUR MOST MEMORABLE ECO-FRIENDLY TRAVEL EXPERIENCES?

It’s my most memorable experience because it’s unfortunately the saddest. The island I had sent
the snorkels to, seeing that I refused any money, decided to build me a small sailboat. They were
really nice, and my muscles were sore, so I waited until the end of construction to set sail again.
My faithful fish waited with me. The boat was beautiful, and we were soon on our way to our native
Normandy. To make the experience comfortable for everyone, I had drilled a hole in the hull so
the fish could enjoy the converted boat. All hell broke loose. Soon other fish met, mated and a new
population of fish was born. I was very happy at first, but the hull couldn’t cope with the new in-
flux, and the boat broke up. I lost a lot of faithful fish in the incident, and I hope they’re still
living in the Channel with their new families.

WHAT MODES OF TRANSPORTATION DID YOU USE., AND WHAT MADE THE EXPERIENCE UNIQUE?

I used the boat and the swim.

WHAT MESSAGE DO YOU HOPE TO CONVEY THROUGH YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE “NO AIRPLANE MODE” ZINE?

I’ve come up with a new way to avoid crumpled skin when you’re in the water too long. And I’ve got
snorkels if you want. So if you’re ever in Normandy, come and have a drink in my bunker. If you
come swimming, that’s cool.

HOW DO YOU THINK SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL CAN INFLUENCE THE BROADER ARTS COMMUNITY?

It’s amazing how residences and exhibitions can be 10,000 km from home, and yet everything is ac-
cessible. It’s very strange to go to the other side of the world in just a few hours, with no ques-
tions asked. Besides, the whole airport ritual doesn’t make sense to me. It’s all surreal and at
the same time commonplace. Why do my swimming journeys with my faithful fish make less sense than
traveling like a bird but without wings? I’d rather have fins.

WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE PLANS OR PROJECTS RELATED TO SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL?

I’d 1ike to offer more snorkels to anyone who wants them, and maybe some flippers too. If you have
to become an animal to travel, I’'d rather turn you into a fish.
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ARE THERE ANY SPECIFIC DESTINATIONS OR TRAVEL METHODS YOU ARE EXCITED TO EXPLORE NEXT?

I'll go where selling snorkels takes me, I suppose.

HOW DO YOU ENGAGE WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES DURING YOUR SUSTAINABLE TRAVELS?

The schools of fish I met on my trip were always very friendly. You have to understand that these
waters don’t belong to you. When I had a boat, the fish were entitled to settle there.

HAVE YOU COLLABORATED WITH OTHER ARTISTS OR ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON ECO-FRIENDLY PRACTICES?

I once met someone who dug tunnels to travel. He did it with just his hands, and was frustrated that
he only made a few metres in a few weeks. When he started using machines he made a lot of friends
but we didn’t really talk together any more. I told him that he could have just walked for such
short distances but that obviously wasn’t the aim.

HOW HAS YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON TRAVEL AND SUSTAINABILITY CHANGED THROUGH YOUR EXPERIENCES?

I’ve never done it any other way, so I can’t compare. If it wasn’t for the need to travel, I think
I’d probably stay paddling. There’s a lot to discover when you’re paddling.
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Alina Andrei
Romania

HI ALINA
PLEASE INTRODUCE YOURSELF AND TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOUR ARTISTIC BACKGROUND?

I am an artist, curator, gallery attendant, and cat-sitter. Most often, I create photo installa-
tions and zines.I 1live in Cluj, Romania.

HOW DID YOU FIRST BECOME INTERESTED IN ECO-FRIENDLY MOBILITY?

Well, I don’t know how to drive (I don’t think I’'d be good at it), and I don’t have a car. I go
quite often to Brasov, the city where my parents live. Obviously, I take the train. Trains in Ro-
mania are slow and not very reliable (they often have delays), but I still like them, ever since
childhood. I associate them with trips to visit my grandparents and to the Danube Delta.

Although less common now, there’s still a tradition here where strangers strike up conversations
on the train—sometimes it’s like listening to plays or soap operas. If you talk to the elderly,
you’re sure to pick up secrets on how to make the best pies or sarmale, or how to cure yourself
when you’'re sick using cabbage leaves, hot salt, or nettle tea. On the train, I work on my laptop,
and I read. I’ve gotten many good ideas while traveling by train. I don’t know why.

PLEASE DESCRIBE ONE OF YOUR MOST MEMORABLE ECO-FRIENDLY TRAVEL EXPERIENCES? WHAT MODES OF TRANS-

PORTATION DID YOU USE., AND WHAT MADE THE EXPERIENCE UNIQUE?

The most eco-friendly trips I’ve ever taken were back when I was a kid at my grandparents’ village.
I used to ride with my grandpa from their backyard out to the fields on the edge of the village in
a donkey cart. I loved it. We’d go to pick grapes or wherever they had corn.

WHAT MESSAGE DO YOU HOPE TO CONVEY THROUGH YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE “NO AIRPLANE MODE” ZINE? HOW

DO YOU THINK SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL CAN INFLUENCE THE BROADER ARTS COMMUNITY?

I don’t know—let’s just say that, 1like everyone else, I want to breathe clean, unpolluted air.
There’s no big secret: we all want clean air. If we can help by traveling in a greener way, why not?

WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE PLANS OR PROJECTS RELATED TO SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL ? ARE THERE ANY SPECIFIC DES-
TINATIONS OR TRAVEL METHODS YOU ARE EXCITED TO EXPLORE NEXT?

I will definitely make more zines, photographs and other artworks directly or indirectly related
to my train journeys.

HOW DO YOU ENGAGE WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES DURING YOUR SUSTAINABLE TRAVELS? HAVE YOU COLLABORATED
WITH OTHER ARTISTS OR ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON ECO-FRIENDLY PRACTICES?

I’ve always loved the idea of traveling on a river by hydro bike. Not as entertainment, but as
practical transportation from one point to another. I’d love to commute 1like that somewhere in Eu-
rope. I would also like to swim/ float daily on a (clean) river, like I saw on the internet that it
happens in a town in Switzerland.

HOW HAS YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON TRAVEL AND SUSTAINABILITY CHANGED THROUGH YOUR EXPERIENCES?

I suppose so. Every experience changes you, enriches you.

mynypiuy
(qdinp mnydly

(Inonyu, Ujhuu,
huunpnud td ubipjuywgptip atiq b wwumitip th hnpp atip wpy tumh dwuwwuphh dwupu:

Gu wpytunwgtn &, hwdwnpnn, yunytpuupuwhh wphiunwyhg b juunntutiph jubudnng :
Udbiithg hurtwiju tu uintmonud td $nuinnpunuughwiutin b ghutp: Gu wuypnud @l (fnudhtuhugh
Unid punupnud:

husytiu uljutighp htamwppppy by puwyyuwhywuwljwu swpdnituwlniejudp:

Gu dbptitw Juply sghntid (W std Guponwd, np quy Yihubh npuitinud), b sntubd dbptitu:
Curbwiju qunud bl Ppupny, punupn, npunbn wupnud Gu sunnutpu: UGuhwywn £, np quwugpny
td qunud: (fnudhuhuynud quugpubipp uitinun B b ng dhoun hnuugh (hwwpu npwugmdubp
tu (hunud), puyg tu ntn uhpnd @ npuitp” dwujmpnithg b Ybp: “Gpuitp hué hudwn
wungugynud tu mwumhy-wuwhubpht b ‘twtniph nbqpuw wyghpijne: ninunpnyggndiiiph
htn: Quuyws hhuw nu wjipwiu £ hwdwhu sh yunwhnud, wyumbn nhin ju wjwunnypg,
npunbin wudwiungubpp uunud Bu qpoighy quugpnud. bpplidu pu wdwin | whtubp Yud
utmhwjubn jubniu: Gel qumgtiu mwpbgubph htin, hwunwn Gjhuymbwpbntiu qunuuhputp,
Rt husybu wunpuunty juwgnyu jupuitnuubpp jud vwpdugi, ud husybu prdy by
hhjuitnnupjuitt dudwitwly” oquuugnpstyny Junuidph wbpliubp, wwp wn jud nhush phy:
GFuwgpnud tu wphuwnnud Tl hd unnuepnipny b Jupnnud td: uwgpny twitwwwphnpnthu
tu o quy quinuithwputp Bl unwitnud: 2ghntd” hugn:

yuwndlip abip wibuwhppwpdwn puwuyuhuyutulut Guuwuyuphnpympyniuutphg
utip: Buy thnjuwnpudhengutp tip oquwgnpéti, b Jiusu £ wyu thnpawnnipniup
jmpuwhunntl] pupdunud:

Udtiuhg puwyuhyuwiiujuit ninunpoigynititbinn, np tpplk Junwnt) &, wju dudwitiwy B,
tnp twu tphuw Fh b mwwnhy-wyuyhlubph ggninnud th: Gu uhpnd th tunly wuwhyhu htin
Eoh Junph dtie U gy nupwbn, npnup quuymd thu gyminh duypudwunad: Ukup qumd Ehup
fuwunnn hwjuptyn juid wjunbn, npntin Gbghyunwgnptit Jup:

huy mnlipd tip hnyu niubumd thnjuwugly «ls Onuuwyuyhtu (Fadhi» qhumd Glip
utipnpmuubpny : Pusybiu tip Jupénud, Juymu Guuwmyyuphnpympyniup jupng b wgnly
wny tumh hwdwjuph ypu:

2qhntid” wubitp, huswtu popnpp, fu b mgnud B sty dwpnp, swnunnuywé ory: s th dkd
quinuuhp sy’ Ukup pninpu guiijuitnid Bup dwpnip on: Geh Jupnn Bup oqUlby wiytyh Yuitwg
Quiiwywphnpnmgyudp, husm” swity nu:



WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO ARTISTS WHO ARE JUST STARTING TO EXPLORE SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL? IS THERE

ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH OUR READERS ABOUT YOUR JOURNEY AND WORK IN SUSTAINABLE

MOBILITY?

I think you have to have a certain financial security even when traveling sustainably and ecolog-
ically, just for the sake of art. Maybe because I am from Eastern Europe / Balkans and not very
young, I am more cynical. I don’t believe anymore in the myth of the artist who walks on his/
her feet to Paris (nowadays in Berlin or London) and conquers the art world. I think traveling is
wonderful. It helps enormously to meet new people, new perspectives - but I wouldn’t pin all my
hopes on traveling.
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Raphael Robin
France

HI RAPHAEL
HOW DID YOU FIRST BECOME INTERESTED IN ECO-FRIENDLY MOBILITY?

I have always been interested in mobility since I can walk. Later I learned to drive a bicycle
and it drove me crazy ! Then I have been able to lead my own path, those moments of discovery are
really important to me. Later on I was introduced to parkour by my best friend and everything
changed. At this point mobility was just being someone moving. So I attach a great importance
to movement . Eco friendly mobility is what I'm seeking but I don’t consider my journey between
France and Armenia as eco friendly. Traveling long distances is a really challenging eco-friend-
ly mobility. I am a walker.

PLEASE DESCRIBE ONE OF YOUR MOST MEMORABLE ECO-FRIENDLY TRAVEL EXPERIENCES?
WHAT MODES OF TRANSPORTATION DID YOU USE., AND WHAT MADE THE EXPERIENCE UNIQUE?

As of now, the most memorable eco-friendly trip I remember was last weekend ! As I’'m working
for 2 months in Yerevan, we used to go to discover the country on weekends by hitchhiking with
my fiancé. We went to Goris on Saturday and came back on Sunday but... The last driver we met
invited us to his home and we just shared the best moments with him and her family who offered
us dinner and a bedroom. This is the best. Hitch hiking 1is unique because you are nobody, like
a ghost in an iron shell. As if you were following the winds. You just grab here and there the
traffic, you could not do it, it would be the same. So every moment you meet someone 1is an op-
portunity, it wasn’t supposed to happen but here it is so what do we do now ? Armenia is the
best country for those experiences because people are very helpful and generous. I am kind of
addicted to hitch hiking.

WHAT MESSAGE DO YOU HOPE TO CONVEY THROUGH YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE “NO AIRPLANE MODE” ZINE?

HOW DO YOU THINK SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL CAN INFLUENCE THE BROADER ARTS COMMUNITY?

I think the message that could convince me would be the proof that it’s possible. I mean if you
can travel without a plane, why wouldn’t you do it ? I did it because I can manage to take 1
week to go and 2 weeks to come back. And I wouldn’t have come if it were by taking the plane. I
believe that positivity and inspiration are stronger than shame and guilt to convince people not
to take the plane. So if you can do it, then do it and it will be the best trip of your life !!!
Sustainable travel is a big and deep influence on everybody that has the chance to experience it
too. It’s another mindset : now you travel for traveling not for the destination only. The way
is a part of where you want to go. It has a central place in my work and thoughts.

WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE PLANS OR PROJECTS RELATED TO SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL ?
ARE THERE ANY SPECIFIC DESTINATIONS OR TRAVEL METHODS YOU ARE EXCITED TO EXPLORE NEXT?

I would like to ride a bicycle to travel. Like riding the french coastline I guess. I found my
interest in hitch hiking. We will explore the possibilities in Greece with my fiancé on our way
back to France in the beginning of September!

HOW DO YOU ENGAGE WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES DURING YOUR SUSTAINABLE TRAVELS?
HAVE YOU COLLABORATED WITH OTHER ARTISTS OR ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON ECO-FRIENDLY PRACTICES?

Well I try my best to meet people and share good vibrations, smiling is good, smiling and un-
derstanding each other while speaking the same language is inestimable. I'd 1ike to share more
drawings... Well I collaborated with at least 30 drivers that had the kindness to take us with
them, giving to our ghostly travel the “eco friendly” label. Not more.
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HOW HAS YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON TRAVEL AND SUSTAINABILITY CHANGED THROUGH YOUR EXPERIENCES?

I figured out (i knew it but now it’s a global scale feeling) that ecology is a big issue when
you have the time and money to consider it. People’s priorities aren’t about ecology. Meanwhile
ecological solutions exist for our problems. I'm not sure ecological speeches or activism will
change people’s mind, I rather believe in mutual inspirations and true demonstrations of sus-
tainable way of life.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO ARTISTS WHO ARE JUST STARTING TO EXPLORE SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL? IS

THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH OUR READERS ABOUT YOUR JOURNEY AND WORK IN SUS-

TAINABLE MOBILITY?

You need to travel light while not traveling at the speed of light. Take time and fill your back-
pack with memories. Don t hesitate to come to people, ask help if it’s needed. Keep in mind that
you will always find a solution! In traveling, the cheat code is not the plane but the ability to
communicate with people. Learning a few sentences of the foreign language will open you the way.
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