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RE-CONSTRUCTING MNAC: CALL FOR PROPOSALS 2018 

Within the recently inaugurated international residency program, MNAC Bucharest — The 
National Museum of Contemporary Art of Romania relaunches its annual call for proposals, 
addressing experts in the visual culture, who are seeking to work in and around the museum for a 
time frame spanning from 3 to 6 months. 

Re-constructing MNAC is a multifaceted research and knowledge production program addressed 
to international art professionals, which fosters multi-disciplinary perspectives on museological 
and institutional developments, as well as strategies for (re)framing the museum's mission within 
contemporary society and forging new understandings of Romanian art in a regional and 
international context. 

MNAC Bucharest was founded in 2001 and opened its new venue in 2004 in one of the wings of 
the Palace of the Parliament, formerly known as the People's Palace, built at dictator Nicolae 
Ceaușescu's order. The choice of venue sparked a series of debates within the cultural 
community, but remains thereafter a significant part of the museum's identity and a legacy to be 
dealt with in the process of historically re-assessing the institution. 

Since its inception the museum's format was conceived closer to that of a kunsthalle or 
contemporary art centre, with the main focus on a wide range of temporary exhibitions which 
featured both local and international artists and combined large monographic shows with thematic 
discourses and research-intensive curatorial projects. Up to this day MNAC maintains this 
dynamic formula, reinventing the content of its spaces on a bi-annual basis. 

As of 2014, the museum's vision and program have been crystallised through a well defined set 
of priorities: filling in the gaps of recent art historiography and recovering the local production of 
the past 60 years, yet, at the same time, closely working with living artists and pursuing to be an 
active agent of change and re-evaluation of the local art scene in an international context. 

For the second edition of Re-constructing MNAC, the museum invites international voices to 
apply their investigative tools on one of the three focus lines embedded within an ongoing 
institutional reconstruction process. 

The designated research fields are: the museum's collection, institutional practices and 
analysis, and the museum's outreach program. 

1. Research Theme: R-MNAC Collection 

MNAC has been created through hybridisation: it inherited the collection and partly the structures 
of two other institutions, while building through the years its own history. Spanning from the 1920s 

Adress: Izvor st. 2-4, Palace of the Parliament, E4, 050563 București 1 / Access: Calea 13 Septembrie 57 / Postal adress: Post Office 
5, PO Box 2 / T: +40 21 318 9137/ www.mnac.ro 

http://www.mnac.ro


and up to the 2000s, with its most significant part covering the 70s, 80s and 90s, the collection 
encompasses a rich corpus of paintings, sculptures, graphic art, decorative arts, photography and 
new media works. Although programmatically lacking an all-encompassing permanent display, 
MNAC embarked on the methodologically delicate operation of reworking parts of its collection 
and discussing ways of both documenting/preserving and presenting its eclectic legacy to the 
public. 

Objectives: The grantee is invited to define a field study in the museum's collection and to 
critically examine it from a regional/ international perspective. Identifying thematic strands in an 
innovative way, proposing unexplored connection lines between works, or offering different 
readings of official and unofficial or experimental art under Communism are just a few examples 
of curatorial research possibilities that are encouraged. A team of MNAC specialists will support 
the residents with their research. 

Final delivery: The grantees will sum up their results in a blueprint for a curatorial project to be 
evaluated by the MNAC Scientific Board. In case of a positive outcome, the project will be 
included in the exhibition program of MNAC. 

Project budget: A budget with an orientation benchmark of 7000 Euro for the envisioned 
exhibition project will be negotiated and detailed towards the end of the residency. 

Who can apply/Requirements: We are looking for international curators with a broad cross-
cultural vision, manifesting an interest in Eastern and Central European Art, with good command 
of English and good communication skills. Team work or at least a close exchange between 
residents is preferred. The residents should be able to spend the whole time frame in Romania. 

We inform candidates that printed research materials available in the MNAC documentary fund 
(catalogues, critical writings, artists' dossiers etc.) are to be found predominantly in Romanian, 
although English/ French translations are available for more recent publications. 

Conditions: The grantee will receive a fee of 800 Euro net income per month. Accommodation, 
local transport and one return ticket from the place where the resident is based will be covered by 
MNAC. Work space with office facilities will be provided at MNAC. If the project submitted 
requires, travel costs in Romania will be covered up to 300 euro. For residents who spend the 
entire 6 months period in Romania, an extra return ticket to base can be negotiated. 

Period: 3 to 6 months in 2018 (the maximum period is encouraged) 
Number of positions: Two  
Application deadline: 07.01.2018, 24:00 h 

Application format:  
- A letter of interest and a CV/ work portfolio with images 
- A preliminary work plan/ project description with concept and timeline (maximum 2 pages) 

** In order to prepare their research plan, we invite the candidates to consider the following 
resources: 



!
- MNAC's inaugural Catalogue (2004) 
- MNAC's history and programs 
- MNAC's current database of the collection 
- MNAC's partly digitised photographic fund 

2. Research Theme: R-MNAC Analysis 

The position of MNAC Bucharest in its main location in the Palace of the Parliament has 
generated a complex field of tensions within the various local communities. Although the museum 
didn't, until recently, benefit from an objective analysis of its activities, as of 2017 it aims to 
reverse those processes through an evaluation of the place and role played by the institution in 
the last 16 years at the national, regional and international levels, as well as its potential for new 
developments and growth. 

Objectives: The grantee is invited to address ways of historically and theoretically framing the 
museum, by taking into account its specific regional position, the challenges it faces and the 
potentialities it hides. The result of this complex research effort in the field of institutional theory 
and practice is meant to explore solutions for future institutional prototyping and redesign. 
A team of MNAC specialists will support the residents with their research. 

Final delivery: The grantee will sum up their results in a scientific format (a blueprint for a 
publication) to be evaluated by the MNAC Scientific Board. In case of a positive outcome, the 
project will be included in the editorial program of MNAC. 

Project budget: A budget for the envisioned publication project will be negotiated and detailed 
towards the end of the residency. 

Who can apply/Requirements: We are looking for international researchers active in the field(s) 
of contemporary art and/or museum studies, with a good command of English and good 
communication skills. Team work or at least a close exchange between the two residents is 
preferred. The residents should be able to spend the whole time frame in Romania. 

We inform candidates that printed research materials available in the MNAC documentary fund 
(catalogues, critical writings, artists' dossiers etc.) are to be found predominantly in Romanian, 
although English/ French translations are available for more recent publications. 

Conditions: The grantee will receive a fee of 800 Euro net income per month. Accommodation, 
local transport and one return ticket from the place where the resident is based will be covered by 
MNAC. Work space with office facilities will be provided at MNAC. If the project submitted 
requires, travel costs in Romania will be covered up to 300 euro. For residents who spend the 
entire 6 months period in Romania, an extra return ticket to base can be negotiated. 

Period: 3 to 6 months in 2018 (the maximum period is encouraged). 
Number of positions: Two  
Application deadline: 07.01.2018, 24:00 h 
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Application format:  
- A letter of interest and a CV/work portfolio 
- A letter of reference endorsing the candidate's research activities 
- A preliminary work plan/project description with concept and timeline (maximum 2 pages) 

** In order to prepare their research plan, we invite the candidates to consider the following 
resources: 
- MNAC's inaugural Catalogue (2004) 
- MNAC's history and programs 
- MNAC's current database of the collection 
- MNAC's partly digitised photographic fund 

3. Research Theme: Outreach Program 

With the goal of developing new approaches of museum practice in the field of building/engaging 
new audiences and strengthening the bond with its public, MNAC seeks to be a catalyst for 
cultural knowledge production that conceives "contemporaneity" as that which is still "at work", 
affecting our ways of thinking, seeing and understanding art, as well as the ways of generating 
new models of interaction. 

Within the multi-layered urban fabric of Bucharest and its extremely fragmented social and 
cultural environment, MNAC set its ambition to expand towards the city and to act both as a 
binder and a bridge, fortifying its presence in society by directly addressing the needs and 
aspirations of local communities. Facilitating knowledge transfer and stimulating participation lies 
at the core of this endeavour. 

Objectives: Researchers are invited to analyse the potential development lines of the museum in 
relation to its micro or macro social environment and to make a contribution in the fields of cultural 
education, participation, and/or accessibility and inclusion. 
The grantees should contextually elaborate on a blueprint for an outreaching strategy combining 
theoretical, investigative and practical aspects in open-ended and process-oriented formats, such 
as: workshops/ collective actions, lectures, events and participatory art projects fostering social 
engagement and exchange. 

Outreaching strategies with the potential to evolve into (self-) sustainable programs are most 
encouraged and preferred. 

Residency stages and final delivery: The research plan should provide a theoretical framework 
with methodological outlines for a set of activities addressing selected social groups/ 
communities, which will be developed and realised with the direct involvement, input and 
collaboration of local actors. 

To this ends, MNAC will ensure a professional framework of research assistants (museum 
workers, anthropologists, architects/ urban researchers, translators, sociologists/ social workers 
and professionals from connected fields), as well as a network of interested members of the local 
art scene upon the commencement of the residency. 
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Throughout the residency, the proposed activities will be carried out and embedded into the 
MNAC events program. 
At the end of their residency, the grantees should subsequently sum up their on-site results in a 
scientific format (a blueprint for a short publication) to be included in the editorial program of 
MNAC. 

Project budget: A budget with an orientation benchmark of 7000 Euro for the envisioned 
outreach project will be negotiated and detailed within the first month of the residency. 

Who can apply/Requirements: We are looking for international researchers active in the field(s) 
of contemporary art with a broad cross-disciplinary vision, a good command of English and good 
communication skills. Close exchange between the two residents and the local network of 
collaborators is paramount. The residents should be able to spend the whole time frame in 
Romania. 

Conditions: The grantee will receive a fee of 800 Euro net income per month. Accommodation, 
local transport and one return ticket from the place where the resident is based will be covered by 
MNAC. Work space with office facilities will be provided at MNAC. If the project submitted 
requires, travel costs in Romania will be covered up to 300 euro. For residents who spend the 
entire 6 months period in Romania, an extra return ticket to base can be negotiated. 

Period: 3 to 6 months in 2018 (the maximum period is encouraged) 
Number of positions: Two  
Application deadline: 07.01.2018, 24:00 h 

Application format:  
- A letter of interest and a CV/work portfolio 
- A letter of reference endorsing the candidate's research activities 
- A preliminary work plan/ project description with a concept and timeline (up to 6 pages) 
- After a Skype interview detailing the methodology and proceedings of the blueprint, MNAC will 
ensure the professional infrastructure required for implementing and adapting the project to the 
specifics of the local context upon the commencement of the residency. 

** In order to prepare their research plan, we invite the candidates to consider the following 
resources: 
- MNAC's inaugural Catalogue (2004) 
- MNAC's history and programs 
- The "Revista ARTA" online art magazine  
- "In-visible City", Bucharest's bid for the 2021 European Capital of Culture title 
- The cultural strategy of Bucharest Municipality for 2016-2026 (Romanian version only) 
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